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As one of the most renowned figures in the history
of anthropology, Bronisław Malinowski is recog-
nised as having been central to the development of
the discipline, with interpretations of his thought
usually drawing attention to his work in founding
the approach of functionalism and his innovative
method of intensive field research. This book of-
fers a decisive extension of Malinowski’s achieve-
ment, referring to the accomplishments of present-
day social sciences and humanities and the debts
that they owe to Malinowksi’s oeuvre.
Bringing together eminent scholars in such fields as social anthropology, sociology, law, cultural
studies, literary and theatre studies, and art history, this book emphasises the importance of Mali-
nowski’s theoretical and methodological insights as a treasure trove of inspiration for contemporary
researchers.
A critical commentary on the life, work and legacy of Bronisław Malinowski, it sheds light on his
academic work, while personal documents, many of which are not well known—or are completely
unknown—in the Anglophone sphere, prove their fundamental importance for understanding his
oeuvre, and the intellectual connections between his work and the work of other most prominent
intellectuals of the 20th and 21st centuries. It will therefore appeal to scholars across the social
sciences and humanities with interests in the history of anthropology and sociology and fundamental
questions of theory and research methodology.
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The breadth and depth of Zygmunt Bauman’s
engagement with social theory and the history
of social thought has perhaps been underesti-
mated, in part because many of his early writ-
ings were in Polish and never translated into
English, and in part because many important
pieces appeared in edited volumes and jour-
nals that are not readily available. This vol-
ume brings together hitherto unknown or rare
pieces by Bauman on the theme of theory and

society and also makes available previously unpublished material from the Bauman Archive at the
University of Leeds.
A consistent theme of Bauman’s work was his sustained engagement with humanism, and this
provides a unifying thread in the pieces brought together in this volume. Here Bauman reflects on
some of the core concepts of sociology, examines the work of a wide range of social theorists, from
Durkheim and Gramsci to Agnes Heller and C. Wright Mills, and addresses an array of key ideas
and issues including inequality, identity and social change. A substantial introduction by the editors
provides readers with a lucid guide through this material and develops connections to Bauman’s other
works.
This is the third and final volume in a series of books that make available the lesser-known writings
of one of the most influential social thinkers of our time. It will be of interest to students and scholars
across the arts, humanities and social sciences, and to a wider readership.



BOOKS RECOMMENDED 209

Feeding Anxieties

The Politics of Children’s Food
in Poland

By
Zofia Boni

New York, Oxford: Berghahn Books 2023,
208 pages, 16 illus., bibliog., index

ISBN 978-1-80073-871-3
eISBN 978-1-80073-872-0 eBook

Focusing on the underlying politics behind
children’s food, this book highlights the vari-
ety of social relationships, expectations and
emotions ingrained in feeding children in
Poland. With rich ethnographic accounts,
including research with children, the book
demonstrates how families, schools, the food
industry and state agencies shape and experi-
ence feeding anxieties, and how such anxiety
is at the heart of a new form of sociality. The
book complicates our understanding of health and modern subjectivity and unpacks what and how
we feed children today.
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