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Small and Medium Enterprises,
Law and Business

Uncertainty and Justice

By
Jan Winczorek and Karol Muszynski

London: Routledge 2023, 266 pages

ISBN 9781032151076

The law plays an ambiguous role in run-
ning business. While legal tools can be used
to tame uncertainties, for example, by con-
cluding contracts to safeguard enforcement
of future claims, they can also generate un-
certainty. These secondary uncertainties like
ones stemming from vague rights and obliga-
tions may be counterbalanced by using dif-
ferent resources and strategies, including act-
ing informally, modifying business plans or
accepting the losses from unpaid dues. This
book discusses how small and medium enter-
prises use the law, abstain from using the law,
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and use alternative pathways to manage business uncertainties. Examining these topics through the
lenses of an extensive qualitative and quantitative empirical study on justiciable issues, access to jus-
tice and legal uncertainty among SMEs in Poland, it implements and expands upon the paradigmatic
paths to justice methodology which has been successfully used to study conflict resolution, access to
justice and utilisation of the law by individuals in more than 30 jurisdictions. It argues that the grand
promise of modern law—that it is a certainty-providing, neutral and democratic device to resolve
problems and conflicts—is not fully delivered. It reveals how the conditions of a freshly developed
capitalism combined with the rule of law backsliding contribute to universal, structural problems with
access to justice meaning that accessing justice is a resource-hungry process, which incentivises small
businesses to settle for their legal problems and engage in informal and alternative strategies.
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Natalia Aleksiun, Zofia Wéycicka,
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Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 2024,
410 pages
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This volume considers the uses and misuses
: of the memory of assistance given to Jews
and the during the Holocaust, deliberated in local,

q national, and transnational contexts. History
POLITIC& of this aid has drawn the attention of scholars
Of HOLO C AI J'(;T * and the general public alike. Stories of heroic
- <~ citizens who hid and rescued Jewish men,

MEM OPY women, and children have been adapted into
& books, films, plays, public commemorations,

and museum exhibitions. Yet, emphasis on
the uplifting narratives often obscures the
history of violence and complicity with Nazi policies of persecution and mass murder. Each of the
ten essays in this interdisciplinary collection is dedicated to a different country: Belarus, Denmark,

France, Germany, Greece, North Macedonia, the Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, and Ukraine. The
case studies provide new insights into what has emerged as one of the most prominent and visible

EDITED BY NATALIA ALEKSIUN, RAPHAEL UTZ, AND ZOFIA WOYCICKA

trends in recent Holocaust memory and memory politics. While many of the essays focus on recent
developments, they also shed light on the evolution of this phenomenon since 1945.
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Weaponizing the Past

Collective Memory and Jews, Poles,
and Communists
in Twenty-First Century Poland

By
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232 pages, 12 figures

ISBN 978-1-80539-050-3
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Weaponizing the Past explains why and
how political elites in post-regime transition
spaces narrate the past for political gain and
what effects are produced by their preoc-
cupation with collective remembering. First
presenting a theory of politicized memory
and then telling the story of post-transition
Poland, in which many different political ac-
tors narrate communism as evil and con-
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nected with Jewishness, Korycki shows how democracy, progressive ideals, and notions of national
belonging are narrowed and constricted. By exploring the contours of present-day anti-communism
the book traces the operation of contemporary antisemitism, as well as its most recent implication

with right-wing populism.
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How to Be an Ethnographer

How to Research Guides

By
Monika Kostera
and Pawel Krzyworzeka

Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing 2023,
128 pages

ISBN: 978 1 80088 393 2

Offering a practical guide on How to be an
Ethnographer, this book will be a valuable re-
source for advanced students and early career
researchers of organization studies, anthro-
pology and sociology. It will also be a useful
introduction to scholars exploring ethnogra-
phy as a new research method.

This book explores the aims, main methods,
and ethical and methodological standards of
ethnography. Placing human beings at the
centre, it show cases why ethnography is
a valuable method of research.

Highlighting the importance of ethnographic engagement as a means to learn about different ways
of being human, the book employs a range of case studies from researchers at all career stages to
provide examples of different methods used in research projects. Going beyond tools and techniques,
the authors discuss moral and methodological principles as well as community related modes that

are important in conducting ethnography.
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