polish 4(216)’21
sociological
review

ISSN 1231 – 1413

Books Recommended
The Politics of Memory
in Poland and Ukraine:
From Reconciliation
to De-Conciliation
Edited by
Tomasz Stryjek and
Joanna Konieczna-Sałamatin
Copyright Year 2022
ISBN 9780367861728
Published September 30, 2021 by Routledge
282 Pages 39 B/W Illustrations

Bringing together the work of sociologists, historians, and political scientists, this book explores
the increasing importance of the politics of memory in central and eastern European states since
the end of communism, with a particular focus on
relations between Ukraine and Poland. Through
studies of the representation of the past and the
creation of memory in education, mass media,
and on a local level, it examines the responses of
Polish and Ukrainian authorities and public institutions to questions surrounding historical issues between
the two nations. At a time of growing renationalization in domestic politics in the region, brought about
by challenges connected with migration and fear of Russian military activity, this volume asks whether
international cooperation and the stability of democracy are under threat. An exploration of the changes
in national historical culture, The Politics of Memory in Poland and Ukraine will appeal to scholars with
interests in memory studies, national identity, and the implications of memory-making for contemporary
relations between states.
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The increased engagement of states with their
co-ethnics abroad has recently become one of
the most contentious features of European politics. Until recently, the issue has been discussed
predominantly within the paradigm of international security; yet a review of the broader European picture shows that kin-state engagement
can in fact have a positive societal impact when
it actually responds effectively to the claims formulated by co-ethnic communities themselves.
Poland’s Kin-State Policies: Opportunities and
Challenges offers new insights into this issue
by examining Poland’s fast-evolving relationship
with Polish communities living beyond its borders. Its central focus is the Act on the Polish Card
(generally known as Karta Polaka). Tracing policymaking processes and the underlying political agendas
that have shaped them, the volume situates Poland’s engagement within broader conceptual and normative debates around kin-state and diaspora politics and explores its reception and impact in neighbouring
states (Ukraine, Germany, Lithuania). The volume highlights how the issue of co-ethnics abroad is increasingly being instrumentalised, most especially for the purposes of attracting labour migration to resolve the
demographic crisis in Poland.
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Hooligans, Ultras, Activists
Polish Football Fandom
in Sociological Perspective
By Radosław Kossakowski
London: Palgrave Macmillan: 2021, 270 p.
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eBook
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This book is the first comprehensive attempt to
identify the deeper causes that have shaped contemporary behaviour patterns and motivations
among football fans in Poland. Based on data derived from ethnographic fieldwork, content analysis of fan journals, magazines, social media and
online forums, as well as a wide range of qualitative interviews conducted over the years, the
book analyses the ways in which fandom culture
in Poland has evolved: from its moderate beginnings in the shadows of a communist regime in
the 1970’s, through the anomic, ‘uncivilized’ and pathological decade of the 1990’s, to the peculiar culture
based on strong cohesion, capabilities of social mobilization and emerging ’resistance identity’ in the 21st
century.
It thus provides a detailed analysis of Polish fandom’s multi-dimensional structure, and will be of
interest to students and academics interested in the growing field of football research, as well as those
researching the transformation of Central and Eastern Europe, or more generally in European Studies.

