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BOOKS RECOMMENDED
Polish Sociological Review Recommends:

Dzieje Inteligencji Polskiej do roku 1918
pod redakcją Jerzego Jedlickiego

[The Pre-1918 History
of the Polish Intelligentsia
Jerzy Jedlicki (ed)]
Warszawa: Instytut Historii PAN; Wydawnictwo
Neriton. 2008.
ISBN 978-83-7543-027-1

This publication is the ﬁrst comprehensive discussion of a problem of fundamental
importance for our knowledge and understanding of the political, social and cultural
history following the partitions of Poland. The studies collected in these three volumes
discuss the concept of intelligentsia, the historical vicissitudes of this social stratum,
its weaknesses, multifarious areas of activity and evolving ethos. It also offers a critical
evaluation of the intelligentsia’s activities.
Volume 1. Maciej Janowski, Narodziny inteligencji 1750–1831
[The Birth of the Intelligentsia 1750–1831]
Volume 2. Jerzy Jedlicki, Błędne Koło 1832–1864
[The Vicious Circle 1832–1864]
Volume 3. Magdalena Micińska, Inteligencja na rozdrożach 1864–1918
[Intelligentsia at the Crossroads 1864–1918]
To order: Wydawnictwo Neriton; e-mail: neriton@ihpan.edu.pl
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Helena Datner

Ta i tamta strona.
Żydowska inteligencja Warszawy
drugiej połowy XIX wieku
[This Side and That Side.
Warsaw’s Jewish Intelligentsia in the
Second Half of the Nineteenth Century]
Warszawa: Żydowski Instytut Historyczny. 2007,
pp. 341.
ISBN 978-83-85888-38-3
This book is situated at the intersection of historical sociology, social history
and the sociology of culture. The most important theoretical concerns are construction and reconstruction of the national, religious and professional identities
of the Jewish intelligentsia in the context of modernization and emancipation
processes. These concerns are skilfully translated into well-tempered empirical
questions concerning changes in the structure of the Jewish intelligentsia and its
social, economic and cultural relations with Polish society.
The authores adopts a wide range of state-of-the-art theoretical approaches
and draws from a plethora of historical sources, dealing with various social and
professional groups among the Jewish intelligentsia. She also uses a variety of
research methods, particularly qualitative ones.
This monograph, deeply rooted as it is in the empirical study of the period
spanning the years directly following the 1863 January Uprising and the late
nineteen-nineties in the Russian partition, may be a rich source of cognitive
inspiration for all those who are interested in old and new multi-culture and are
seeking empirical support and diverse but reliable testimonies to assist them in
their analyses of Jewish identity and socio-cultural anti-Semitism.
The study, which refers to the work of e.g. Max Weber and W. Sombart, tackles the broadly understood, so-called Jewish problem within the framework of
the institutional state and the self-organising society. It asks fundamental questions about the scope and forms of assimilation, acculturation, conversion and
emancipation. (From the review of Joanna Kurczewska)
To order: Żydowski Instytut Historyczny; e-mail: ksiegarnia@jhi.pl
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Tożsamości religijne w społeczeństwie
polskim. Socjologiczne studium przypadków
pod redakcją Marii Libiszowskiej Żółtkowskiej

[Religious identities in Polish society.
Sociological case studies
Maria Libiszowska-Żółtkowska (ed.)]
Warszawa: Diﬁn SA. 2009, pp. 240
ISBN 978-83-7641-021-0

The authors of the essays collected in this book point out the importance of
religion in the development of identity. They seek to identify the relations between religious identity on the one hand and ethical and national identity on the
other hand and trace the vicissitudes of converts and individuals who experience
dilemmas in the spheres of world view and axiology which sometimes lead to
abandonment of the structures of the Roman Catholic church.
To order: www.diﬁn.pl

