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BOOKS RECOMMENDED
Polish Sociological Review Recommends:

Henryk Domański

SPOŁECZEŃSTWA EUROPEJSKIE
Stratyﬁkacja i systemy wartości
[European Societies. Stratiﬁcation
and Value System]
Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Naukowe
SCHOLAR, 2009, pp. 286.
ISBN 978-83-7383-398-2
Anyone interested in the comparative study of social stratiﬁcation, and its associations with values and attitudes, will ﬁnd this book interesting. Using recent data
from the European Social Survey, International Social Survey Program, and other
international projects, Henryk Domański tests various hypotheses concerning universal, and speciﬁc rules of social stratiﬁcation, and asserting impact of social position
on everyday life perceptions and experiences. Several dependent variables are used
throughout the study to gauge social trust, political orientations, subjective deﬁnitions of risk, and participation in social protests. The primary focus of this book is
on highlighting distinctions between postcommunist countries and Western democracies, but—as these analyses disclose—signiﬁcant cleavages emerge also within old
democracies, which particularly refers to division between modern North and West
and more traditional Mediterranean societies. What Domański produced is richly
documented discussion on how different historical trajectories of economic development, social structures, and culture imprint on the current cross-national patterns.
This book should be valuable for anyone seeking new information, novel approaches,
and especially theory.
To order: Wydawnictwo Naukowe SCHOLAR Sp. z o.o.
E-mail: info@scholar.com.pl;
http://www.scholar.com.pl
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O TOLERANCJI WE WSPÓŁCZESNEJ
DEMOKRACJI LIBERALNEJ
[About Tolerance
in the Modern Liberal Democracy]
edited by Iwona Jakubowska-Branicka
Warszawa: Wydawnictwo TRIO, 2010, pp. 338.
ISBN 978-83-7436-203-0

From the Editor:
The book O tolerancji we współczesnej demokracji liberalnej contains nine texts devoted to the tolerance issue in the context of the modern liberal democracy assumptions. The authors’ reﬂections are focused on three major problems. Firstly,
pondering the essence and scope of the idea of toleration, discussing various theoretical expressions of the notion, theoretical and practical consequences which follow
the choice of a certain option. The second deliberated problem is realization of the
tolerance concept in the context of axiological and formal assumptions made by
the modern liberal democracy. Finally, the problem of tolerance in the culture and
value conﬂict context in the situation of their coexistence within one nation (state)
framework and in the dimension of the global coexistence of cultures.
The book is divided into three parts: 1. About the tolerance concept; 2. Tolerance
and democratic practice, and 3. Tolerance and cultural conﬂict.
To order: Wydawnictwo TRIO
www.wydawnictwotrio.pl;
e-mail: trio@wydawnictwotrio.pl
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Jacek Kurczewski

Ścieżki emancypacji.
Osobista teoria transformacji ustrojowej
w Polsce
[Paths of Emancipation. A Personal
Theory of the Regime Transformation
in Poland]
Warszawa: TRIO, 2009, pp. 275.
ISBN 978-83-74-36-205-4
From the Author:
The book summarizes the author’s various publications since 1989 and presents his
brand of socio-legal interpretation of social life, focusing on emancipation as the
central concept. Emancipation is considered as an axis which organizes interpretation of social changes going on in Poland since 1979 when the ﬁrst ever Polish Pope
visited his home country and was met by millions of people in deﬁance to the ofﬁcial
communist ideology and polity. The next year, „Solidarity”, the ﬁrst mass independent anti-communist organization developed through the strikes in the Baltic sea
shipyards. Once viewed from the perspective of agents of transformation, emancipation may be deﬁned as a constant broadening of activity on the part of individuals
and collectives. I analyze emancipation in three basic dimensions 1. liberation of
expression, 2. gaining of economic freedom, and 3. emergence of political rights.
To order: Wydawnictwo TRIO
www.wydawnictwotrio.pl;
e-mail: trio@wydawnictwotrio.pl

