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The perspective presented by scholars in this volume stands in contrast to the pop-
ular perception of conflict of interest phenomenon, where it is viewed as a situation
where two individuals or entities have diverging interests (a situation which is imma-
nent to the free market economy and essentially healthy). These scholars realized
(while carrying out their own research on local journalism, change of rule of law,
local politics, research on GMO etc.) that many anti-development mechanisms and
negative phenomena such as corruption, nepotism, creation of clientelistic networks
are usually merely visible manifestations of an underlying conflict of interest and that
lack of understanding of what conflict of interest is prevents controlling institutions
from detecting and combating it. This volume is a step towards better understanding
of the anti-development nature of conflict of interest.
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