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This book is an anthology of outstanding texts of world sociological literature. The
reader will find here works or parts of works by authors well-known in the field of
social sciences, such as: Bauman, Blau, Blumer, Bourdieu, Coleman, Giddens, Goffman, Habermas, Homans, Lévi-Strauss, Merton, Offe, Parsons, Ricoeur, Schutz and
Tilly. Next to them, texts by authors less known in Poland but equally paradigmatic
to modern social sciences, have been included in this collection by science editors.
An overwhelming majority of works published in the collection appear in print in
Poland for the first time.
The anthology has been divided in 18 parts; each, preceded by an introduction
with a synthetic approach, represents a concrete theoretical orientation in current
sociology. Marek Ziółkowski’s reflections on the state of sociological theory at the
beginning of the 21st century provide an introduction to the work as a whole.
Students of sociology and related sciences are the chief addressees of this book.
It can be of substantial benefit to lecturers and students of other humanities, eg.
philosophy, philology and cultural studies. The book will be certainly of interest to
anthropologists, historians, literary critics and journalists as well.
To order: Wydawnictwo Naukowe “Scholar”
e-mail: info@resursa.com.pl
http://www.resursa.com.pl
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Kazimiera Wódz, Jacek Wódz

Dimensions of Silesian Identity
Katowice: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śla˛skiego,
2006, pp. 234.
ISBN: 978-83-226-1617-8

This book is an account of the studies and considerations on a very important region
of Poland that is Upper Silesia. The peculiarity of the region has long attracted
interest of sociologists but it became a topical issue after 1989 when in the air
of democracy and freedom of speech there emerged a possibility of expressing its
identity by regional communities. The book is an attempt of sociological description
of the process of revival and subsequently, in the newer conditions, creation of
regional identity—Silesian identity. The process has been very complicated and so
was the political fate of the people living in this region, both native Silesians and
newcomers from different parts of the country. Thus it should be stressed that the
process of creation of regional identity in Upper Silesia has not ceased yet, so the
authors were fortunate to have studied the phenomena in motion, in statu nascendi.
The authors’ approach to regional identity is broad, including topics like the creation
of political representation in the region, relations between the political identity of
the region and the policy of the whole country, the role of regional media in creation
of regional identity, to the role of women in politics, as a symbol and indicator of
the role of women in the regional transformation and—last but not least—economic
restructuring, mainly of coal-mining industry. Book ends with a kind of resume of
recent developments in the public debate over the future of the region and allows
to look, at least approximately, at which direction the process being described of
creation of modern regional identity will go in.
To order: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Śla˛skiego: e-mail: wydawus@us.edu.pl;
www.wydawnictwo.us.edu.pl

Political Accountability
Conceptual, Theoretical and Empirical Dimensions
Edited by Józef Niżnik and Natalia Ryabinska
Warszawa: IFiS Publishers, 2007, pp. 167.
ISBN 978-83-7388-139-6

This book is a collection of nine essays dealing with the question of accountability in
functioning of democratic systems today. It is a part of the outcome of a workshop
organized under the title “Democracy and accountability: identifying mediating conceptual tools” organized by the Graduate School for Social Research at the Institute
of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences.
Table of Contents
Józef Niżnik Introduction. Theoretical and Practical Dimensions of Accountability
Toma Burean Political Accountability and Representation
Radosław Markowski Political Accountability and Representation: Theoretical Assumptions vs Empirical
Measurement
Michał Sitek The Meaning of Accountability in Parliament-Government Relations. The Case of European
Policy in Poland
Kerstin D. Wilde Democratic Standards and the Definition of Accountability: the Case of the LobbyingRegulation in the European Parliament
Krzysztof Iszkowski Towards Re-Conceptualisation of Accountability? Some Arguments Against
‘Principal-Agent’ Model and in Favour of the Descriptive Approach
Vassilka Mireva ‘Accountability’, ‘Responsibility’, ‘Transparency’: Meaning and Usage of Some Basic
Terms Related to the Notion of ‘Democracy’ in Modern Bulgarian Political Language
Natalya Ryabinska Media and Accountability in Post-Communist State: Ukrainian Media at the Turn of
the Century
Olimpia Resteman The Role of Civil Society in the Transparency of Local Governments
Morten Kinander The Accountability Function of Courts: a Methodological Framework for Inquiry
To order: IFiS Publishers: Publish@ifispan.waw.pl

