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Polish Sociological Review Recommends:

Rozwój obszarów wiejskich w Polsce.
Diagnozy, strategie, koncepcje polityki
[Rural Area Development in Poland.
Diagnoses, strategies, policy concepts]
Edited by Iwona Nurzyńska and Mirosław Drygas
Warszawa: Instytut Rozwoju Wsi i Rolnictwa
Polskiej Akademii Nauk, 2011, pp. 282.
ISBN 83-899000-45-9
From the Editors:
After seven years of Poland’s membership in European Union the effects of community support are becoming increasingly visible. The face of rural Poland is changing,
agriculture is modernizing. For the ﬁrst time Poland has the chance to be an equal
participant in the debate about the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy and
other EU policies, as well as in planning of the EU’s budget for the next seven years.
What changes and processes have been therefore observed in rural Poland? Which
part of the results of our research can be utilized in practice in the debates about
the new form of EU policies and in formulating national visions and strategies for
development?
This book contains a diagnosis of the changes occurring in rural areas and an identiﬁcation of selected problems of Polish villages. We have also indicated the areas and
directions of activities that must be undertaken.

To order: Wydawnictwa IRWiR PAN; e-mail: irwir@irwirpan.waw.pl;
http://www.irwirpan.waw.pl
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Franciszek Sztabiński

OCENA JAKOŚCI DANYCH
W BADANIACH SURVEYOWYCH
[Quality Assessment in Surveys]
Warszawa: Wydawnictwo IFiS PAN 2011, pp. 292.
ISBN 978-83-7683-037-7

This book deals with social research methodology in its quantitative aspects. The
main aim is to identify errors in reliability of measurement, in the most widespread
sense of reliability, i.e. when a research tool renders the same values for measured
phenomena regardless of changes in external conditions. The Author deserves credit
for obtaining unique data from a few dozen studies containing information about
repeated measurements for the same variables (questionnaire items: attitudes and
attributes). On this basis, he performed a comprehensive analysis of reliability, which
nobody else in the Polish social sciences has undertaken before. The empirical analysis (…) is preceded by a systematic discussion of error types found in studies (…)
in the light of state-of-the-art analyses, which is an original endeavour undoubtedly
representing another strength of this work. The third strength is that the Author reveals how those errors occur in research practice (…). As regards his contribution to
the methodology of social research, Franciszek Sztabiński has succeeded in demonstrating how reliability of measurement is dependent on the topic (subject-matter)
of the study (e.g. type of variables: awareness-related variables or questions about
facts) and on the structure of the measurement tool (closed and open questions etc.)
from a review by Henryk Domański

To order: Wydawnictwo IFiS PAN; e-mail: publish@iﬁspan.waw.pl

